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Synopsis

Facts and Fundamentals of Japanese Swords is a practical, comprehensive volume that offers
information, along with 300 photos and illustrations, enabling collectors to evaluate the veracity and
quality of swords that they are considering acquiring or already have in their collections.The book is
divided into three sections: An Overview of the Japanese Sword, The Forged Sword, and
Consequences of Modification and Wear. Each section provides very specific, useful lessons by the
author that serve as virtual hands-on experiences. With easily understandable examples, the author
precisely instructs readers on how to discern and obtain a "healthy" blade, while avoiding fakes or
potentially problematic blades. In addition, he shows not only the difference in styles and shapes of
blades, but explains what the differences mean and how to interpret them from a buyer’s/collector’s
point of view.Paul Martin, a Japanese sword researcher and curator, is a former member of the
Department of Japanese Antiquities at the British Museum, London. He has translated the text, and
drawn on his extensive experience and expertise in the field to adapt the author’s theories and

discussions, making them more accessible to Western readers.
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Customer Reviews

Nobuo Nakahara was the apprentice of a leading Japanese sword specialist, until 1978, when he
went out on his own. He publishes a bi-monthly Japanese sword journal, lectures frequently, and is

the author of several books in Japanese.



Good book for a collections expert, you need to know your stuff to enjoy it, otherwise donA¢A A™t

buy it, found it a bit expensive next to other books

Great reference book.

Good book,many B&W photos.Great desciptive writing. Could be a first textbook in the

subject.Covers all aspects of the sword. Hats off.

An excellent book, highly recomment

Sent fast and good quality.A really detailled book, designed for people ready to dive deeply in the

art of japanese swords. The author is himself a really good expert on the subject.

Great!

Well written and illustrated book. Full of information. 12 more word required so here are some for

you to see.

item arrived in good shape. Why so many words? a few is all it takes for something like this. OK
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